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Gabungan kasih puisi ibu,
lukisan bunga sang anak

APABILA ditawar peluang mensib bim.
ingan seniman Justin Lim,
Cik Amirah Raudhah Razali bersyukur,

Ini memandangkan program yang disertai
itu berteras kemasyarakatan dan mem-
perkasa kemahiran golongan istimewa.

Cik Amirah, 23 tahun, pelajor fazab seni
halus Maktab Seni

ting dibincangkan sebagai perssapan akan da-

tang. Kita tidak tabu bila ajal menimpa.
“Saya menghasilkan gubahan bunga ini
sebagat cara menggambarkan hasil kena tan-
gan ibu, yang juga penggitbah bunga, Itulah

lakaran gubaban bunga kegemarmnya.
“Ibu pula menghadiahkan saya Kuntu-
man puisi se-

Lasalle, akan beker-
jusama  dengan
badan seni bagi
masyarakat berkep-
erluan khas Very
Special Arts.

Program Bimbi-
ngan Seni Kema-
syarakatan yang di-
kendalikan Lasafle
dengan  kerjasama
Majlis Seni Kebang.
saan (NAC) itu se
cam khusus membo-
Iehkannya bekerjasa-
ma dengan anak au-
tistik.

Ketika  ditemui
Gak! di Lasalle ba-
ru-baru ini, Cik
Amirah, anak bong-
su dalam keluarga
up beradik, berka-

e ailan projek
yang saya nanti-nan-

fikan untuk menyum.  SEN)AJAR KEHIDUPAN: ik Amirah Raudhah Razal
bang seavla kepada  Meaghasiian kara sen berupa lukisan gubahan
bunga dan srat putis danpada ibu yang seakan-akan
Derdislog teatang kematian.

golongan memeriu-
Kan. Saya yakin ke-

bagai memberi
sayn kata-kata
amanah seandai-
nya belian pergi
dulu - apa yang
boleh saya laku-
Kan bagi terus-
Kan kehidupan
tanpanya.”

Cik  Amirah
senangi susunan
kata-kata indah
dan  kerapkali
menggunakan-
nya bagi kerja
seninya, baik ba-
g Kegunaan di
Lasalle ataupun
bagi pameran
yang disertai,

Ditanya me-
ngemai  ranca.
Tgan masa
nya, beliau ingin
menyiapkan Jo-
bih banyak kerja

syarakat atau
boleh membantu

Jauh daripada menjadi belia yang

ada
tiga gadis ini memastikan projek yang dmmhnkan di Maktab Seni lmallu’
boleh dimanfaatkan orang ramai. Wartawan

mencungkil kisah mereka yang menja

diploma dan yazah *

he Lasalle SK

(haryani@sph.com.sg)

akan pameran projek tahun akhir kursus
", yang berlangsung hingga 30 Mei.

Reka ruang khas
bantu bekas penagih

HAMPIR sedekad lamanya Cik
Muafah Amran bersekalah & Dubai
dan Arab Saudi.

Waktu itu, bapanya bekerja se-
bagai jurutera projek bangunan pen-
cakar langit Burj Khalifa di Dubai,

Namun, sejak cmpat tahun lak,
gadis itu kembali ke Singapura dan
sclanjutnya mengikuti kursus fjazah
kepajian dolam reka hias dalaman
Maktab Seni Lasalle.

Selain menyesuaikan din kemba-
Ti dengan budaya belajar dan kerja
berdaya saing di Singapurs, Cik
Muafah, 24 tahun, menyimpan im-
phan menghasilkan hiasan dalaman
yang dapat membantu masyarakal,

Lantaran itu, bagi projek tahun
akhimya di Lasalle, beliau mengusa-
hakan rekaan ruang rumab perali-
han dengan menggunakan Rumah
Peralihan Pertapis schagai model.

Matlamat utama projek inj ada-
lah menyepadukan semula bekas,
nagih dadah dalam masyarakat 1
nerusi pembahagian ruang yang di-
manfoatkan sepenuhnya bagh kegia-
tan membina,

Scbagaimana jelasnya tentung
projek yang dibers rama Jnverse itu:

“Banyak perkara tentang ketagi-
han dadah yang bﬂumkul»paul
dengan perihal psikologi, melebihi
bahan dadah itu sendin,

“Saya menggunakan konsep dirk
atau "Me, Mysell and I', & mana i

I tanggapan mencar privasi
datam rumah peraliban.

“Dalam pada itu, kita pecu akur
bahawa rumah peraliban ini mempu-
nyai jadual harian dan undang-un-
dang yang perlu dipatuhi.

“Maka, tidak banyak kebebasan
bagi bekas penagil yang menjalani
rawatan pemulihan ini mencari
ruang privasi.”

Keseimbangan antara ruang yang
membantu mereka menyelongkar di-
1 sendin dan ruang bagi mereka ber-
gaul dengan masyarakal menjodi an-
tarn keutamaannya,

Boliau menjadikan nuang makan,
bilik solat dan bilik kaunseling se-
bagai tiga kawasan utama )ug diti-
tikheratkan bagi pergaula

Dalam kunjungn ke Rumah Per

“Secara tidak langsung, ia men-
bantu proses bekas penagih kembali
ke pangkuan masyarakat."

Cik  Muafoh menyifatkan
masyarakat dan sumber manusia di
Singapura sebogai nadi setiap projek
reka hiasnya.

Beliau bahkan h memena-
ngi Anugerah Verak {Kategori Reka
Hias Dalaman) dalsm pertandingan
Anugerah Pereka Muda Asia de-
ngan kerjasima jenama cat Nippon
Paint

Pm)ck bertajuk lmkumal Revolu-

alihan Pertapis, b ter-
dapat banyak ruang kosong yang
boteh dimanfiuatkan sepenubnya ba-
i bengked meraih kemahiran bans,

Bengkel sebegitu, tambahnya,
akan memberi kesan nikai tambah pa-
da keyakinan diri penghuni ramab
tersehut,

Katanya:

“Antara cabaran terbesar saya
ialah peringkat awal, di mana saya
periu menghubungi pihak Pertapis
dan meyakinkan mereka tentang
projek yang saya kendalikan bust La-
salle.

“Sebagai wanita, pastinya sukar
memasuki kawasan yang rata-rata
didiami penghuni belaki,

“Alhamdulillah, selepas sabar
menanti, saya diberi kebenaran men-
jalankan wawancara dengan pe-
awai nanah pernlibian itu sérta me-
ninjau ruang di situ,

“Pihak Pertapis juga banyak
membantu membereskan projek ind.
Saya melihat susunan ruang dan
tangga dalam bangunan itu yang
boleh divbahsuai kegunaannya,

tom ity kawasan di

King George Avenue sebagai beng:

kel studio itar semula bagi pereka

muda bersatu teaags nx-nsuhah ben-
ma menjadi

Ruang itu juga boleh digunakan
schagai perpustakaan bahan terpa-
Kai dan hab pereka berhimpun serta
mengumpul pengalaman,

Mercka juga boleh berkongsi ke-
mahiran dan menampilkan projek
asing-masing dalam sekitaran ber-
bilang disiplin.

Ditanya tentang anugunh yang
dimenangi, befiau

“Anugerah Perak yang diterima
berperanan sebagai galakan bagh
saya terus memikirkan sy ke-
masyarakatan dalam setiap projek
reka hias yang saya bangunkan.”

» Pameran ‘Lasalle Show'
berlangamg dari 12 tengah hari
hingga § n di pelbugal ruany
pameran sekitar Maktab Seni
Lasalle, 1 McNally Street. Dibwka
Tsnin sampai Ahad hingga 30 Mei
i

menerusi

Rakam semangat jiran Keat Hong

karya seni

mahiran seni asas orang sekeliling.
yang mereka raih Beliau juga ¢
e 3 KISAH kerukunan tetanggs dalam sua-
ot oo % “Kerja seni boleh dijadikan 5780 s kampuns vang kaya dengan sema-
perti terapi dan wa- t dal belia 1.1)( langiah ba. e e wing et po-
dab berhubung de- jentera dalam pooya, Encik  FBOORETOYNE
3 ’ yana Zulkifli
g omag . mendekati masyarakat Razali Subir, 57 Beiau sering memikirkan mengapa sc-
Hal masyarakat tahun, pegawal ot SR BEICI P
dan kehidupan men- KUTANG upaya sekali gus bomba,yangber. o B ogn Bornima:
jodi teras kerja seni. jiwa
nya, dengan projek memperkasa mereka i Kata Cik mnAd':nnkeszdann tu, gﬂ’(DNBﬁ: Faleyana,
whun akhir me- dengan kemahiran bernilai.  Amir: pelelir Vb akhir Kuras fJezab seeine
nampilkan lukisan 3 £ Yo s “Seni dirinya da ke
i b . Menerusi seni, kita juga M R i byl ideng kol
sppusibanys.  boleh menyampaikan pesan eh menyentah  bertujuan mempa semang jogin tabi
Puisitersebut iba- 3 hati ramai dan  tentang sapa jiran anda.
rat dialog antara di- ten.tang kemduRan dengan membawa pe- ;" k ity membawanya dan keluarga,
3 oje y arga
rinya dengan ivu  l€bih berkesan. rubaban daripa-  terdini daripada iba bapa dan dua adik,
Fayzah Osman, 53 da degi pemik-  mengenall ran i et Keat Hong secara
tahun, percka hias  — Amirah Raudhah Razali. an, saya akan -
majlis perkahwinan, sa lebih gembiéra, Mer\-kn rncn)alanknn temu bual di
tentang kematian. “Inibermak- Kolong blok atau lefapang. Jiran yang dite-

Kata Cik Amirah:

“Tidak banyak orang suka menyentuh
tentang kematian dalam perbualan haran.

Kematian perkara yang ditakuti atau suatu  masy:

larangan dakam setiap sesi sembang, wakau

bersama keluarga.

“Narmun, saya dan fbu rasa ini topik pen-

na kesja senl sa-

ya berkesan. Selebihnya, saya rasa sctiap
bidang ilmu ada peranan menggerak

“Dalam mengusshakan program bagi

anak autistik, saya akan melibatkan teman

lain dalam kerja kemasyarakatan ni."

mai periu mpam nota

lercka periu mencatat secara dngkn

lmhw diri mereka, kegiatan kegemaran
dan apa yang disenangi tentang estet itu.
Cik Nur Faleyana, 22 tahun, berkata;

“Saya dapoti kebanyakan daripada kita

tidak begity mengenali jiran dnlnm blok  Beliauakur antara cabaran yang dibada-
sendiri mahupun blok bechampiran pé ialah cuaca hujon yang menjefas tempat
“Walhal kita mungkin ,en)u bcm:n mewawancara penduduk.

bung dengan mereka di perhentian bas
atan sewaktu ingin pergi ke kedai.
melakukan tinjauan rambang
meongenali jiran tetangga ini, saya dapat ta-
tu jugs mengapa mereka keberatan ber-
bual dengan penduduk di estet seodini.
“Ada yang kata mereka malu atau ferla-

Terdapat juga rass teragaks
kalangan penduduk mahu menjawab
soalun ke idak pasti makh

mat itu kemudian disalurkan ke mana.
Namun, Cik Nur Faleyana memberi
segala

Jaminansopala foto da butirn K yang

agak dalam

lu sibuk dengan kerjaya hinggs tiada masy
bersembang atau melakukan kegiatan ber-

‘Gadis kecil molek ynng sebelum ini be-
lajor dakam aliran nlm Maktab Rendah Ju.

Belian gembira seisi keluarganya buse
dia membanty, dengan mereka sendin
luar daripada zon seless untuk beﬂ:m
bang dengan jiran yang tidak dikenali.

Ada juga sedesa hingga menjadi teman.

buat rujukan pemhduk tentang jiran seke-

liling mereka.
“Memandangkan saya bekas pelajar

sains & JIC, saya dapat gunakan ken

rnn mnphﬂhn ka)m dal.wn kursus ko-

“S:nya memang tixda asas melukis atan
mereka keeja seni grafik. Namun, wvu di-
dorong minat menyumbang semula kepa-
da masyarakat setelah menertina bantuan
biasiswa daripada badan bantu diri seperti
Mendaki,

“Harapan saya, selepas tamatl penga-

Dek kesuntukan nsasa, Cik Nur Fnky& Jian & Lasalle, saya boleh mendapat peker-

na tidak dapat melibatian secara rasmi Ja-
watankuass Penduduk (RC) daerab itu,

Joan dalam

firma rekaan yang memper-
jmg hak sosial,” wjarnya.
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Far from being youths who have forgotten the community’s trust in them,
these three young ladies from LASALLE College of the Arts are ensuring their
work can benefit the public at large. Journalist Haryani Ismail spoke to these
individuals who are part of The LASALLE Show Exhibition, a showcase of
final year diploma and degree students’ projects, which will continue until 30
May.

Image: Society always in her mind. Muafah Amran designed a halfway house
for ex-drug addicts that achieved a balance between private and communal
space, thereby facilitating their rehabilitation back into society.

Specially designed space helps ex-addicts

Muafah Amran was attending school in Dubai and Saudi Arabia for the past
10 years because her father, back then, was a project engineer for the Burj
Khalifa in Dubai. However, four years ago, she returned to Singapore and
embarked on a BA(Hons) Interior Design programme at LASALLE College of
the Arts. The 24 year-old has nursed a life-long dream of creating a space
that could be helpful to society.

Therefore, in her final year at LASALLE, Muafah worked on designing a
halfway house using Pertapis Halfway House as her model. The main aim of
her project, Inverse, was to integrate ex-addicts back into the community
through clever segmentation of spaces that allowed for various constructive
activities.

She explained: “Through in-depth research, | discovered that drug addiction
usually stems from psychological factors, and not the actual drug itself.
Currently, many halfway houses have their own daily schedules and
regulations that residents have to adhere to. In this sense, there is not much
freedom for an ex-addict, who is undergoing rehabilitation, to seek a private
space for himself. My concept of ‘Me, Myself and I’ challenges this.”

In her design, the provision of private spaces will enable ex-addicts to focus
more on themselves. The presence of communal areas where they can
mingle, such as dining and prayer rooms, also allows them to gently ease
back into society.

In a visit to Pertapis Halfway House, she found many empty spaces that could
have been maximised as places for workshops where new skills could be
learned. Such activities, she added, will help build the self-confidence of the
residents.

“Among my biggest challenges was when | had to contact and convince
management at Pertapis about the value in my project. As a woman, it was
indeed difficult to gain entry into an area that was completely over-run by
men. After waiting patiently though, | was given permission to carry out
interviews with officers at Pertapis, as well as to explore the environment
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there. | looked at the arrangement of spaces and noted which were under-
uitilised so that they could be reconfigured to aid the process of ex-addicts
reintegrating back into society,” Muafah shared.

To Muafah, she regards society and citizens as the heartbeat of each of her
design projects.

In fact, she has won Silver in the Interior Design category at the Asia Young
Designer Award 2017 that was organised by Nippon Paint. Her entry,
Industrial Revolution, envisioned an area in King George’s Avenue as a
recycling workshop for young designers to collaborate, turning old objects into
new. The space also doubled up as a resource library.

When asked about her win, she said, “The award is an encouragement for me
to continue to reflect on social issues in each design project that | develop.”

A collection of poetry from a mother, a child’s painting of a flower

When she was offered the tutelage of seasoned artist Justin Lim under the
National Arts Council’s (NAC) Community Arts Mentorship Programme,
Amirah Raudhah Razali was grateful as it enabled her to work with special
needs children.

Amirah, 23 years-old, is a BA(Hons) Fine Arts student at LASALLE, and the
youngest of three children in her family. She told Gah! that, “| have always
wanted to work on such a project that directly assists those in need. | hope
that the creative skills they learn can serve as a medium of therapy and
communication with others.”

Social issues and life are the main thrusts of her artworks, as exemplified by
her final year project which showcases a floral display and poetry written by
her mother. The work functions as a dialogue between Amirah and her
mother, Fayzah Osman, about death.

Amirah observed: “Not many people talk about death in their everyday
conversations. Death is something that is feared or considered taboo, even
among family members. However, my mother and | felt that this topic was
important to discuss as it prepares us for what is inevitable because we never
know when death might strike. | made this floral arrangement and sketch of
her favourite flower to depict her handiwork as a wedding decorator. She, in
turn, gifted me her poems as a bequest should she go first before me, and
they describe what | can do to carry on in my life without her.”

Amirah treasured her mother’s arrangement of lovely words and often used
them as a foundation of her art pieces.
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When asked about her future plans, she hopes to create more art that can
help people. This vision of being a service to society stems in large part to her
father, Mr Razali Subir, 57, who is a fire fighter.

“Art is, by nature, refined. If | can touch people’s hearts and bring about a
mindset change, | will be very happy. A piece of art can become a driving
force for youths to approach the disabled community, while simultaneously
empowering those less abled with valuable skills. Through art, we can deliver
powerful messages about living life more meaningfully. In organising the
programme for autistic children, some of my friends from other disciplines
came to support and get more involved in community work,” said Amirah.

Image: Learning about life through art. Amirah Raudhah Razali produced an
artwork that was a dialogue, between her mother and herself, about death.

Capturing the spirit of neighbourliness in Keat Hong

Image: Dreaming of a friendly neighbourhood. Faleyana Zulkifli worked on a
project that enabled her to get closer to her neighbours in Keat Hong.

The story of harmonious neighbours in a kampong, rich with the spirit of
cooperation, often touched Nur Faleyana Zulkifli. She pondered over why
such a scene was so difficult to come by in Singapore’s public housing
estates. The final year BA(Hons) Design Communication student therefore
decided to create a project that inculcated curiosity about one’s fellow
neighbours.

This project has since enabled her family to get to know their neighbours of
Keat Hong more intimately. This was accomplished by conducting interviews
at common residential spaces, where neighbours they met had to fill up
colourful forms that included brief details about themselves, their favourite
activities and what they loved about the estate.

The 22 year-old noted: “Many of us do not know our neighbours living in the
same block, much less those living in nearby blocks, even though we often
bump into them at the bus-stop or when we go to the shops. By conducting
this random survey, | discovered that people were reluctant to talk to one
another because they were either shy or too busy with their own careers such
that they did not have time to chat or do activities together.”

This petite girl, who used to be in the science stream at Jurong Junior
College, has a penchant for producing work that is aimed at delving into social
matters while getting members of society involved at the same time.

She was glad that her whole family was ready to help her with this project,

going out of their comfort zones to chat with neighbours they never knew
before. Some were so comfortable that they soon became fast friends.
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Faleyana acknowledged that one of the main challenges she faced was the
uncertainty on the part of the residents to answer questions because they
were unsure where their responses would be channeled. However, she
assured them that each photograph and response collected would be
documented only for the reference of the residents and the neighbours around
them.

“l used my background in scientific inquiry to conduct research in this design
course. Even though | am lacking on the drawing front, | have encouraged
myself to contribute back to society after receiving scholarships from groups
like Mendaki. My hope, after completing my studies at LASALLE, is to be able
to work in a creative design firm that prioritises the social rights of individuals,”
she shared.
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