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BEYOND O LEVELS

Pursue your dream

Mr Lee’s positive experience at Lasalle 
encouraged him to view things from 
different perspectives.

Ms Tan encourages the younger generation to follow their passion when 
choosing their future careers. PHOTOS :CHONG JUN LIANG

Hungry 
for art

Ms Tiffany Tan’s career as a stylist is taking off 
after she found her niche in the fashion and 
design programme at MDIS

ESTHER TEO

HER dream was to go to fashion 
school, but Ms Tiffany Tan decided 
to choose a more conventional path 
she thought her parents would pre-
fer, and took up a diploma in Elec-
trical & Electronic Engineering at 
Singapore Polytechnic after her  
O levels.

But she dropped out in her second 
year due to her lack of interest in the 
subject. 

What Ms Tan, 23, was really keen 
on was a career in fashion.

“I knew I had to do something I 

wanted rather than getting a diplo-
ma certificate which would not get 
me to where I wanted to go,” she 
says. 

She finally joined the Manage-
ment Development Institute of Sin-
gapore (MDIS) to pursue a Diploma 
in Fashion Design and Marketing. 

The course offers a holistic intro-
duction to fashion design and mer-
chandising, combining technical ex-
pertise, industry awareness, design 
process understanding and visual 
communication skills. 

It also provides basic 2D and 3D 
design skills, sound knowledge base 

of concepts in Fashion Design, Fash-
ion Marketing and Branding, Fash-
ion Communication and Fashion 
Management as well as the guidance 
in creating a portfolio.

Ms Tan was finally given the 
chance to hone her innate talent 
through the course’s live projects 
with industry partners as well as 
participation in local and interna-
tional competitions, industry visits 
and events. 

She was an intern for actress Sha-
ron Au’s styleXstyle Fashion Boot-
camp and assisted celebrity styl-
ist Jeremy Tan. To her, these were 
eye-openers to the fashion world. 

Last September, she joined Ko-
rean menswear tailor company 
STRIPES Global as a stylist and mar-
keting executive.

Ms Tan currently juggles roles in 

strategic marketing and sales plan-
ning, as well as that of a stylist, which 
means she helps to get her custom-
ers’ shirt measurements done and 
provides style advice to them. 

Ms Tan says her experience at 
MDIS with its diverse mix of stu-
dents prepped her for success in 
her new job, especially in terms of 
helping her build good professional 
relationships in an international en-
vironment.

She adds: “MDIS is an ideal place 
where you can foster good relation-
ships with friends and even lec-
turers. One of my closest friends at 
MDIS was Korean and I picked up 
Korean easily by conversing with 
her. 

“As I’m working for a Korean 
company, I was also able to adapt to 
Korean culture more easily and go 

along with their workflow.”
Ms Tan says she is motivated to 

keep improving on her skills and to 
do her best to show that she is wor-
thy of being in the fashion industry. 

She adds: “I want to show the 

younger generation that they can 
choose their own path without 
fear. Don’t study just for the sake 
of it. Sit down and think about 
what you really want in life. Look 
forward and run.”

SURESH NAIR

HIS love for arts and crafts started 
at a young age, when his parents got 
him art materials and sent him for 
specialised arts classes to foster his 
passion.

“Lego was not the cheapest toy 
out there but my mum believed 
that it would nurture my creativity,” 
Mr Benson Lee, 28, recalls. “Since I 
was young, I’ve had the freedom to 
express my creativity in any means. 
My parents supported me the best 
they could although we came from a 
financially average family.”

After his O levels in 2005, he start-
ed on his design journey by taking 
up a Diploma in Product & Industri-
al Design (PID) from Temasek Poly-
technic. He graduated in 2008, with 
a portfolio of award-winning works.

After National Service, Mr Lee 
enrolled in the Lasalle College of 
the Arts for a BA (Hons) Product 
Design course. He says: “The course 
of study in Lasalle helped me look 
at Product Design as a bigger pic-
ture — somewhat like an umbrella 
that encompasses different aspects 
of societal development — and how 
design, as a whole, can be a driving 
factor for economic development 
across different sectors.”

The specialised artistic education 
at Lasalle brought out his talents as 
a designer. Upon graduation, he be-
came the first Singaporean designer 
to work for the German-based Por-
sche Design Studio, now known as 
Studio F.A. Porsche, which he de-
scribes as the “greatest experience 
in my journey”.

Today, he works as a product de-
signer for Chemistry, an award-win-
ning design consultancy based in 
Singapore. He focuses on spatial 
and experiential design. He says his 
work scope enhances his experienc-
es on both the organisational and 
public level.

The arts industry is not a bed of 
roses, Mr Lee stresses, and to those 
keen to follow his career footsteps 
at Lasalle, he advises: “Be curious, 
be humble, never sit and wait for 
instructions. Maturity in thinking 
comes with age and experience, but 
you can always squeeze more expe-
rience within a period of time.”
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