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Focus on the beauty of life with design

The annual season has come again where art schools and universities showcase the
bountiful innovations designed by their graduates.

Last month, we introduced the graduates’ show held by the National University of
Singapore and National Technological University. This time, we handpicked some of
the best works of students graduating this year from the Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts, LASALLE College of the Arts and Glasgow School of Art Singapore.

Designers are creators who must move closely with the times. This year, the design
works coming from art schools also reflect current issues that people are concerned
with, with many graduate works showing how our lives are intertwined with digital
technologies and smart equipment.

Besides this, themes associated with gender issues and the underprivileged also
appear in the works, where students explore bullying, sex abuse, foreign workers’
rights and other social issues in their designs.
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P.E.S.T.S The Design of Control
Designer: Claudius Keng
26 years old, BA(Hons) Design Communication

Crow
Designer: Mirabelle Peh
23 years old, BA(Hons) Product Design

In recent years, Singapore scientists have developed the use of electronic devices to control
the actions of big insects, “robotising” live pests and turning them into search and rescue
“bug workers”. Designer Claudius Keng imagines a future where insects could be “robotised”
to spy on citizens and invade their privacy. This sci-fi imagination is highly possible and one
can’t help but shudder at the prospect of it.

CCTV is also given a makeover by designer Mirabelle Peh who turns it into a “crow”. Circling
high, the crows spy on every move we make.

Krystal Round Washing Machine
Designer: Vinson Koh
25 years old, BA(Hons) Product Design

Since clothes tumble in a round drum during washing, why are washing machines designed
in a rectangular shape? The designer came up with the idea of a round washing machine to
restore the beauty of this home appliance, turning it into an eye-catching device on the wall.
Vinson Koh says the emphasis of this washing machine is not on its functions but the
aesthetics. It is meant to be shown off by the owner and not to be tucked out of plain sight.

Sova bedside lamp
Designer: Abigail Chang
BA(Hons) Design Communication

With the help of a mobile app, the table lamp will open its lid at bedtime to let the owner
place their mobile phone inside. The phone is used as the light source, and when the lids
are closed, the light dims just like how our eyes slowly close when we sleep.

Force 136
Designer: Shermaine Ong
25 years old, BA(Hons) Design Communication

This game stood out from the graduate works this year. Basing her design on real-life events
about the resistance fighters of Force 136 during World War I, this female designer allows
the new generation of Singaporeans to play the game to learn the stories of Malaya regional
chief Lim Bo Seng and his deputy Chuang Hui Chuan as well as the many other heroes who
lost their lives in their fight against the Japanese. This is to help young Singaporeans
understand our WWII history.



