
Source: Berita Harian © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. 
24 July 2018, Pgs 1, 10    
Permission required for reproduction 

 



Source: Berita Harian © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. 
24 July 2018, Pgs 1, 10    
Permission required for reproduction 

 
Potential for the arts as a chosen career  
 
He reassured those closest to him in life, such as his grandmother, that the arts could bring about a bright future. His grandmother, who is now 
84 years old, worried about how his artistic ability could be turned into a skill to generate a stable livelihood and steady source of income. 
 
After three years serving as a patient services officer in a local hospital, Muhammad Masuri Mazlan took the brave step of enrolling himself into 
the BA(Hons) Fine Arts programme at LASALLE College of the Arts. 
 
The youngest of three siblings is happy that the arts have brought him some income and lots of experience, even before he has graduated from 
LASALLE. In fact, it is something he can rely on in future, especially since his works of art have garnered a lot of attention, as multi-award 
winning media for social or cultural awareness. Apart from the Goh Chok Tong Award for Most Promising Youth, he is also the recipient of the 
Takifuji International Art Award from Japan and the Winston Oh Discovery Award for excellence in artistic achievement. 
 
Muhammad Masuri Mazlan, 27 years old, is also among a group of young Malays who have chosen the creative path as a means of their 
livelihood despite all the challenges he has had to brave.  
 
Interest in a creative arts education at an institution of higher learning has definitely increased, as can be seen through the variety of courses 
offered and the rise in enrollment levels for such courses these days. Statistics from the Ministry of Education (MOE) show that the number of 
diploma students in creative arts courses has increased by 30 percent from 2006 to 2015. Enrollment rates in degree courses have also risen 
by about 40 per cent from 2010 to 2015. 
 
About a decade ago, the Singapore School of the Arts (SOTA) which began operations in 2008 also faced uncertainties about whether their 
students could maintain a living based on their love for the arts. SOTA, which celebrates its 10th anniversary this year, has also had to grapple 
with the misconception of the masses pertaining to the alternative choices made by young people when they pursue their dreams in the 
creative arts, without sacrificing their academic studies. The school has already produced 777 graduates to date, and many of them have 
furthered their studies at renowned music schools such as Berklee College of Music in Boston, and The Julliard School of Performing Arts in 
New York. Two of their pioneer students received the Public Service Commission Scholarship in 2013 and many others remain active in the 
local music sector. 
 
When queried about the arts becoming a potential career, Masuri explains: “My principle is that excellence in a career can be achieved if we 
are really interested in the field we delve into. It would not feel like work. In fact, happiness and a positive spirit in our hearts make it easier for 
us to pursue art for society. Artistic knowledge opens the mind to human issues and global current affairs. Works of art related to health, such 
as those I sculpted for my final year project, can spark awareness about the importance of issues that should not be taken lightly.” 
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He also had the opportunity to go overseas to explore other cultures, which led to him producing an art project based on his discoveries. 
 
Muhammad Noor Hilman Noordin, 22, who will soon receive his Diploma in Animation from Lasalle, also hopes for a career in animation at a 
computer game development company one day. “Although there is stiff competition in this tiny Singapore market, I am encouraged by the 
success of several animation graduates from Singapore who were able to work overseas on international projects. For example, many 
Hollywood film projects have tapped into the animation talent pool in Singapore. I am also hard at work studying about the animation industry of 
computer gaming which is developing very quickly. In a nutshell, I have to be steadfast and not get tired of sharpening my skills and must work 
hard to uncover opportunities and spaces to work at my art,” he adds. 
 
Earlier this year, while speaking on the importance of art education at the 80th anniversary celebrations for Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts 
(NAFA), Education Minister Ong Ye Kung expressed the hope that art will continue to be an important aspect in the overall development of 
Singapore. Its value, he adds, cannot be measured only in terms of contributions to the economy, the Gross Domestic Product or employment 
in the industry. The arts help Singapore, as a country, to develop self-confidence and a soul as well as establish an individual and collective 
identity, he said. 

 
 

Image –  
Eye opening art: Mr. Muhammad Masuri Mazlan who left a career in the healthcare sector and delved into the art of sculpting at LASALLE 
College of the Arts, believes that art works like the cancer cell and tumour he created are able to spark awareness in society to improve their 
health. – Photo BH by HARYANI ISMAIL 
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Carving out an interest in arts for the community 
 
Just like the famous poet, the late Masuri S. N., Muhammad Masuri Mazlan once dreamed of a career as a writer. However, after completing 
his GCE A-Level at Millennia Institute, undergoing National Service and working as a patient services officer at a hospital, he instead started 
developing an interest in the fine arts. 
 
Masuri, 27, who has just completed a BA(Hons) Fine Arts Programme at LASALLE College of the Arts acknowledges that he took a long time 
to find his love in the world of sculpture. Earlier, he had thought about which qualification in the fine arts would offer him a good future. Now, 
after mustering up his courage and focusing his determination on creating works of art, the youngest of three siblings is grateful that his chosen 
field makes him happy.  
 
In fact, he has won three awards throughout his studies in LASALLE, which have continued to fuel his love for the arts. He received the Goh 
Chok Tong Promising Youth Award two years ago. His art work, deemed attractive and eye-opening on a global standard, had been evaluated 
by a famous Japanese artist, and Masuri was picked to receive the Takifuji International Art Award. Recently, he became the recipient of the 
Winston Oh Discovery Award, a grant that will enable him to conduct research in the arts overseas. 
 
The friendly bespectacled young man had gone to Japan to research the myths behind the Festival of the Stars, or Tanabata, in Tokyo. The 
festival is about the myth of two lovers (represented by the stars Vega and Altair) who are only able to meet once a year when the skies are 
clearest. Masuri wanted to find out why, on that day, the population of Japan would gather and write their hopes on pieces of coloured paper 
called ‘tanzaku’. The slips of paper would then be hung on bamboo, which would be floated down the rivers or at sea and burnt the next day. 
 
When he was interviewed by Gah! at Lasalle recently, Masuri said: “I have never ignored my parents’ advice. I also hold on to the advice given 
by my grandmother, who has always wanted me to work in a comfortable environment and earn a stable income. Like other senior citizens, she 
worries about my future. She won’t let me waste my time with the arts. That is why earlier on, I persevered to complete my pre-university 
course in Malay Literature. However, after working for three years at the hospital, I longed for something that would make me happy. I wanted 
to do something meaningful that is also suited to my artistic sensibilities. I saved up enough money, plucked up my courage and took up the 
BA(Hons) Fine Arts programme. Thank God, after all my hard work, I am able to express all the ups and downs I have gone through in my art 
work. The results are encouraging as art is also a platform to relay messages and spark awareness in society,” he added.  
 
For his final year project, he made a sculpture out of light-weight styrofoam. Due to its size and gruesome shape, it appears as though it is too 
heavy to be carried. According to Masuri, the sculpture was inspired by his experience looking after his frail 84 year-old grandmother that year. 
“My work looks terrifying but it has a deep meaning. It symbolises a tumour or cancer cell that is terrifying. My grandmother did not have cancer 
but she was old and sickly. In her weakened state, I was the person who cleaned her and ensured she was cared for. I hope this ugly-looking  
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sculpture will bring about awareness to the public on the importance of looking after one’s health. However, behind what looks ugly to the 
naked eye, there is a hidden beauty. That is the message about the benefit of health,” recounts the artist, who wants to continue creating art for 
social welfare purposes. 

 
  
Image –  
Lengthy path towards the arts: Mr Muhammad Masuri who once worked as a patient services officer at a hospital regards the awards he has  
received as fuels for him to continue producing art works that bring about social awareness. This sculpture symbolises a cancer cell and tumour  
that endangers humans if one’s health is not looked after. 


