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LASALLE student produces fashion inspired by the environment 
 
By Nur Aqilah Syifa  
 
For Miss Nur Rynna Shazrina Mohammed Iskandar, 24 years old, fashion is not just about 
designing stylish clothes or joining fabrics. 
 
In fact, she uses the art of fashion as a visual outpouring to reflect her sensitivity to the 
environment. Due to that, it did not take her long to produce a collection of clothes that reflect 
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elements of sustainability and nature, as part of her final year project at LASALLE College of 
the Arts. 
 
In an interview recently, the Temasek Polytechnic graduate said: "Through research, I found 
that there are more than 255,000 tonnes of textile waste in Singapore alone and only two per 
cent of it gets recycled. 
 
"The statistics were very alarming to me and I wanted to use my final year project as an 
opportunity to make a difference and bring awareness to the worsening issue of textile waste," 
said the student of the BA (Hons) Fashion Design and Textiles Bachelor's programme at 
LASALLE College of the Arts. 
 
The collection, titled Tropical Threads, features the use of recycled and upcycled fabrics and 
materials – materials given a new lease of life resulting in a product of higher value than the 
original. 
 
At a glance, Miss Rynna's work proves her abilities as a talented and intelligent fashion 
designer. 
 
Most of the clothing in the collection combine a variety of fabric scraps with different motifs in 
a new garment, in line with her desire to delve into the sustainable fashion industry. 
 
"I take a lot of inspiration from postmodern concepts of fashion such as deconstruction and 
reconstruction which allows designers to be more creative and imagine products or things in 
their own way. 
 
"In coming up with this collection, I adopted postmodernism, where I questioned old ideas of 
upcycling such as patchwork, and deconstructed old fabrics and its threads to reconstruct them 
into new textiles instead," she said. 
 
She also collaborated with sustainable textile company, Nextevo, among her efforts to better 
appreciate nature and sustainable fashion in her collection. 
 
The use of Nextevo textiles such as recycled pineapple leaf fibre fabric, recycled polyester and 
cotton blend fabric is also featured in the collection. 
 
Commenting on the days leading up to LASALLE College of the Arts’ 2024 graduate fashion 
show on 7 May, she shares the challenges she faced in producing the collection. 
 
“I do a lot of handwork in my collection such as silk screening and hand embroidery which 
takes time and patience. 
 
"It was indeed challenging for me to ensure that my handwork is neat and consistent in 
producing the collection. 
 
"However, I think that 'imperfections' in handwork are actually the beauty and value in a 
handmade product!" she shared. 
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Her experience in her last year of education at LASALLE College of the Arts would not have 
been as perfect without the help and guidance of several teachers and lecturers throughout 
those three years. 
 
Paying tribute to the lecturers at the arts college, she described how she would diligently ask 
for their feedback and opinions so as not to be 'trapped' in her own perspective. 
 
"I was lucky to have great lecturers who gave me a lot of support in understanding the vision of 
my ideas and supporting my freedom to reach my full potential as a fashion textile designer," 
she said. 
 
Regarding her plans for further education after LASALLE, she hopes to continue to champion 
her efforts in preserving the art of fashion that is more environmentally friendly. 
 
"Sustainable fashion is not just a trend, it should be a norm. 
 
“All designers should have this instilled within their practices and try their best to promote 
social, cultural and environmentally sustainable ideas and products. 
 
"I hope to expand my collection (clothes and accessories) and continue the innovative 
upcycling techniques that that I have developed in my final year collection," she said. 
 
 


