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Findinga job in the creative
industry can be daunting, but
some are unfazed and continue
to persevere, fuelled by passion

Malavika Menon

A carcer in the crearive lnduilrz‘may be a daunting

prmpc« without guarantee of

Il-time woek, espe

In recent years, though, Socal univessities and arts |

Instirutions have revamped their fine ans curricubum
and Introduced new courses o better prepare fine ants

gradutes for real-life work.
Nanyang Technological Universi

ATLS Programmes in 2017 - Design Artand Media Are
‘The Nanvang Academy of Fine Arts (Nafa) revamped
its diploma courses between 2016 and 2017, putting

renewed emphasis on indust

Students complete a semester-long simulation of a
sk jject as well asan

's Schook of Art,
Design and Media launched two new bachelor of fine

: On an open bouse visit to an art
school in 2003, Lis Tamara Ahmad

a the Nan;
Arts (Nafa),

5 Academy of Fine
tfirst, 1 felt it would

pursue their desired careers.
Her eldest sister works in the

Wisual artist Lis Tamara Ahmad Razib traded an air stewardess job, which offered financial security, for her passion in art. #4010 COUNTESY OF KENP A

for me - the business aspect which |
was not directly exposed to prior to

The Straits Times speaks to four fine arts graduates i

mmala@sph com sg

Razib found herself o berween
becoming an alr stewardess and
Pursuing her passion inart.
Lis, 26, took up the air stewardess
* job thinking she would seick to it
for five years and save up for art
school
However, she quit after one year
to take up 2 diploma in Fine Art
. (Painting). Traditional and Contemn-
* porary Oil and Chinese Ink Painting

be wiser 1o have a financial safety
nee to support an unpredictable
career path as an arsist. But later, |
realised any path could be
unpredictable,” she says
Her father, who warks in the tood
and beverage industry, and her
. wha Is 3 Mniszry of Educa-
tion teacher, wpure-lhu decision.
Lis says her parents’ support
allowed ber three sisters and her to

fetd of biomedical technology, hee
secand sister works as a pastry chef
and her younger sister & pursuing
accountancy.

While pursuing her studies, Lis
incerned ar Jocal are consultancy
and online gallery firm, The Artling,
between August and November last
year.

“Although the intetnship was on
the other end of the art spectrum

my course - | felt it to be a neces-
sary paradigm shift, | benefited
froen learning how to soarce for art
and artists.” says Lis, who hopes to
st up her own seudio with another
artistinthe furure,

While she is aware a career in the
arts may not be as hacrative as being
an air stewardess, she is confident
lver commitment and passion will
ensureastable income.

As 4 Pril

waiched a «mnmgar Joseph And
The Amazing Technicolor Dream-
onat at school and wished she was
ancofthecrs girls,

She and her sister were encour-
aged from a young age to take an
interest inthe arts.

“My parents had always belicved

In 2016, st Turther ber

ter getting a bachelor of. &
intechnical theatre arts magoring in
sound design from Lasalle in 2009,

Over the next seven years, she
prined experience in theatre-
making and sound design with arts
companies stich as Pangdemonium,
Singapore Repertory Theatre and
Singapore Lync()pcu

that child:
education slongside our seience-
and mathematics-heavy curricu-
lum. Expasure to the arts from a
yoang age might have helped 1o
apenout minds to what s out there
in the world,” says Ms Guo, 32,

After finishing her A levels, she
tead a guidebook listing LasaBe Col
lege of the Arts” degree courses and
decided to embark on the technical
Ar1s programime.

on were Pangde mt)mums Tnb\’a
(2015) and Fal mnb) which she
says lefta deep impace

On her rwrnrn«‘ an Tribes,
which looked at the world of the
deat. she says: “To support a deep
and maving plece such as this, the
scund design will need w nor aver
power the sction in most of the
seenes, but whe

studies averseas and secured a
scholarship from the Natlonal Arts
Council to pursve a master’s

in sound design from the University
of Calitornialivine.

“Hetng abde 1o be In a completely
different ensiranment with a pro
gramme entirely nade up of soend
designers was very stimulating”
says Ms Guo, who retirned w Singa-
pore last year and naw warks as
freelance theatre saund designer,
She also teaches an audio produc-
tina class al her alma macer Lasalle.

Asa woman in a make-dominared
fleld, she belioves there are plenty of
challenges toovercome.

As the job requires setting uj

nity, help the audience ¢ xpuxnu'

gnor af

Malavika Menon

Ms Fazleen Karlan has ost count of
the number of times she was tald
she would not be able to find a job
jstbecanse she sdsed are.

But she did find a job, and an
Interestingand unusual one oo,

After graduating with a bache-
To's degree in fine ans from Lasalle
College of the Arts last year, she gat
2 [ob a3 a post-excavation techni-
clan with the archacology unit at
the Temasck Histocy Ressearch Cen-
tre, ISEAS - Yusolishak Institute.

She says her work invobves chean-
ing artefacts as well as sorting,
weighing and packing them.

what the deaf

across earthenware and stoneware
recovered from dig sites in her

wor
On a typical day, she would woek
with twa calleagues to sort thraugh

a small partion of the 2,500kg of

materials collected from a dig site
between the Asian Civilisations
Museum and Victoria Concert Hall
mm~.

such aslarge!
Hptﬂkkf\ Ms Guo says pm-am»m
team heads may prefer men, whom

wrighing
packing them
PHOTO CURTESS
of MO WG

After her A devels, Ms Fazleen de-
cided on a diploma in fine arts in
2013, intent oa pursuing a career in
the arts. After she got her degres,
she was considering becoming an
arts teacher of working in an ars

studio, but decided on the archaeo- -
Jagical job as she Is also Interested -

i history,

Her mather, a housewife, and ber -

logyasa ‘plz.mm dm:nn lmm ber
studies, Ms Fazloen says: “Having a
finc arts degree goes beyond the
ability to paint and draw. It is years
of budding up observational skills
and processing visusl infarmation.”

“Smidying fine arts has equipped
me with the uwhllwofamlr:mg

father, a at an ail com-
pany, were Initially appeehensive
about ber decisson, but supparted
fier nonetheless, as did ber two
alder siblings.

She says: “People bave a ;mmp
on that art school is easy be
“lave art’, Bat chat s the thing
about going after what you love -

The 27-year-old.
dies ceramic shards, has come

mages ar oby
tolarger contexts,”she adds,

Y
ger because itismore personal.”

© artInstructor %

CCalse -

they think will execute the manual
laboir well

“There was a sapenvisor wha told
me if they were to pay the same
amaunt of money for someone o
come and sel up a system, they
woulkd rather hive a youryg man tor his
wmuscles rather than a woman, even

Mr Muhammad Nhawfal juma
28, who holds a fine arts degre

© fram the Nanyang Academy of Fine

Arts (Nafa), hopes to make a differ-
ence with his skills.
And he s doil io.)\.\lull Time
1,3 sochery
mlxl\hum‘bﬂinlhllll Batak, Mar-
siling, Buangkok and Pasir Ris,
which provides classes and coun-
selling to people with mental #l-
nesses o help them rointegraro

into the community,
Br Nhawfal teaches painting,
d d yat Club Heal.

withaue needing to find out If the
woman is capabie, scrong or sman,”
she recounts an encounter a5 3
oolde.

rookde.
“The valy way for a woman to
enter this industry and sueceed is
throngh an education, a wiilingness
taleam andiots of hard wor"

artistora kceurer.

*! preconcesed notons that
getting a job as a lectarer oc even
being an artise woukd be difficult or
nearly impossible.

“Eventually, 1 built up my ¢ wpm
ence as an artist on the grou
exhibiiting and curaring for art xhi.
bitians while building a netwark [
could rely on." says Mr Nhawfal,
who creates mainly visual arrwork
using variaus medivms,

He says his father, a redred
boatswain; his mothes, 2 pro-

He is also an adjunct Jecturer at

* bochNafaand Lasalle CoBege of the
© Arts, teaching courses such as

watercolour, ail and acrylic paint-

- ing and also overseeing final-year

projects for scudents at Nafa,
He admits that be had previousty
feared be wauld findit hard tobe an

|

at Club Heakas
\WII as his three elder siblings
suppoct bis carees chaice.

“In my Eamily, we constantly sup-
poct exch other's endeavours. Its
that recepelve and libeeal ensiron-
ment that has particularly influ
enced my perspectives in life,” he
says.

- Visusl nm and art instructor Muhammad Nhawfsl Jumaat (sbove right]
#10 group exibition show called Ruang in Joo Chiat that he co-curated
© in Septomber 2017. 01c EEX VAP

classmates from
the Unwersity of
Califoenia nm
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